
Sunday, April 6, 2025 – Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast: 
Our Venerable Mother, Mary of Egypt; Repose of Our 
Holy Father Methodius, Teacher of Slavs (885). 
The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is celebrated today. 
Troparia and Kontakia  Troparion, Tone 5: Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word,* co-
eternal with the Father and the Spirit,* and born of the Virgin for our salvation.* For He willed to be 
lifted up on the cross in the flesh, to suffer death* and to raise the dead by His glorious resurrection. 

Troparion, Tone 8: The divine image was faithfully preserved in you, O mother,* for taking up the 
Cross, you followed Christ.* By your deeds you have taught us to see beyond the flesh, which 
passes,* and care for the soul, a thing immortal.* And so, O venerable Mary,* your spirit rejoices 
with the angels. 

Troparion, Tone 4: O Christ, bestow from above Your mercies* to those who radiantly feast Your 
bishop’s falling asleep.* Through the intercession of our father Methodius,* Your holy disciple,* 
open to us the doors of the Kingdom* and loose the chains of our many sins. 

+Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 2: Let us hymn the godly and faithful Methodius,* and lovingly call him blessed;* 
the pastor of the Slavs and the precious servant of the Trinity,* the one who banished heresy,* for he 
prays on behalf of all of us. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 5   You, O Lord, will guard us and will keep us* from this generation and for 
ever. verse: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer left a just man. (Psalm 11:8,2) 

Prokeimenon, Tone 1  My mouth shall speak wisdom and the meditation of my heart understanding. 

Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14 (NRSV) – A reading from the Epistle of Paul to the Hebrews 
Brothers and sisters, when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered 
once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a 
heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our 
conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 

Hebrews 7:26-8:2 (NRSV) 
Brothers and sisters, For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he 
has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; 
this he did once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests those who are 
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has 
been made perfect forever. Now the main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high 
priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in 
the sanctuary and the true tent that the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up. 



Alleluia, Tone 5   verse: Your mercies, O Lord, I will sing for ever; from generation to generation I 
will announce Your truth with my mouth. 
verse: For You have said: Mercy shall be built up for ever; in the heavens Your truth shall be 
prepared. (Psalm 88:2,3) 

Gospel: Mark 10:32-45 (NRSV); 
At that time, Jesus took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what was to happen to him, 
saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief 
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the 
Gentiles; they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days he 
will rise again.” James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you 
want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They 
replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is 
not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” When the ten heard this, they 
began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that 
among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones 
are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

John 10:9-16 (NRSV) 
The Lord said,  I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand 
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 
for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

Hymn to the Mother of God  In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices: the angelic ranks and all 
the human race. Sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, virgins’ pride and boast, from whom God is 
made flesh and became a little Child; and He who is our God before all ages, He made your womb a 
throne, and He made it wider that all the heavens. In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices. 
Glory be to you. 

Communion Hymn   Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest. (Psalm 
148:1)*  The just man shall be in everlasting remembrance;* of evil hearsay he shall have no fear.* 
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 111:6) 


