
Sunday, February 5, 2023 – Sunday of the 
Prodigal Son, Post-feast of the Encounter;  
The Holy Martyr Agatha (249-51) 
Troparia and Kontakia  Troparion, Tone 2: When You went down to death, O Life Immortal,* You 
struck Hades dead with the blazing light of Your divinity.* When You raised the dead from the 
nether world,* all the powers of heaven cried out:* “O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory be to 
You!” 

Troparion, Tone 1: Rejoice, full of grace, Virgin Mother of God!* From you there dawned the Sun 
of Righteousness, Christ our God,* who enlightens those who dwell in darkness.* And you, O 
righteous Elder, be glad!* You received in your embrace* the Liberator of our souls,* who grants us 
resurrection. 

+Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

Kontakion, Tone 3: Foolishly have I fled from Your glory, O Father,* wasting the wealth You gave 
me on vices.* Therefore, I offer You the words of the Prodigal:* Loving Father, I have sinned before 
You.* Take me, for I repent, and make me as one of Your hired hands. 

Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 1: By Your birth, You sanctified a virgin womb* and fittingly blessed the hands of 
Simeon.* You have come also now and saved us, O Christ our God;* give peace to Your community 
in time of war,* and strengthen its rulers, whom You love,* for You alone,* are the Lover of 
mankind. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 2  
The Lord is my strength and my song of praise, and He has become my salvation. 
verse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death. (Psalm 117:14,18) 

Epistle - A Reading of Paul to the Corinthians: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (NRSV) 
Brothers and Sisters, “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for 
fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise 
us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take 
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one 
flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a 
person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that 
you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 



Alleluia, Tone 2 verse: The Lord will hear you in the day of tribulation; the name of the God of 
Jacob will shield you. verse: Lord, grant victory to the king and hear us in the day that we shall call 
upon You. (Psalm 19:2,10) 

Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 (NRSV) 
The Lord said his parable, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property 
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly 
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when 
he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, 
but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me 
like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 
him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best 
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then 
he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he 
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

Hymn to the Mother of God  O God-bearing Virgin, hope of Christians, protect and guard and save 
all those who put their trust in you. and the Irmos, Tone 3: In the law, the shadow, and the scriptures, 
we the faithful see a figure: every male child that opens the womb shall be sanctified to God. 
Therefore do we magnify the first-born Word and Son of the Father who is without beginning, the 
first-born Child of a Mother who had not known man. 

Communion Hymn  Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 148:1) 

 


