
Sunday, August 29, 2021 – Fourteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost; The Beheading of the Honorable and 
Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John 
Troparia and Kontakia   Troparion, Tone 5: Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word,* co-eternal with the 
Father and the Spirit,* and born of the Virgin for our salvation.* For He willed to be lifted up on the cross in the flesh, 
to suffer death* and to raise the dead by His glorious resurrection. 

Troparion, Tone 2: The just man is remembered with praises,* but for you the Lord’s testimony suffices, O 
Forerunner,* for you truly became more honorable than the prophets* and were deemed worthy to baptize the One 
foretold.* Then you suffered for the truth and joyfully announced to those in Hades* that God appeared in the flesh 
taking away the sin of the world* and offering us great mercy. 

+Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

Kontakion, Tone 5: You, my Savior, descended to Hades,* and as the Almighty, You shattered its gates.* With Yourself 
You, as the Creator, raised the dead and shattered the sting of death,* and delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of 
Mankind.* And so we cry out: “Save us, O Lord.” 

Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 5: The Forerunner’s glorious beheading* came to be a form of dispensation divine* that he might 
proclaim to those in Hades* the message of the coming of the Saviour.* Lets Herodias shed tears of lament* for a 
lawless murder that was her request;* for she loved a false and transitory age* rather than God’s law and the age of life. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 5   You, O Lord, will guard us and will keep us* from this generation and for ever. 
verse: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer left a just man. (Psalm 11:8,2) 

Prokeimenon, Tone 7   verse: The just man shall be glad in the Lord and shall hope in Him. 

Epistle - A reading of Paul to the Corinthians: 2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4 (NRSV) 
Brothers and Sisters, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us, by putting his seal on us and 
giving us his Spirit in our hearts as a first installment. But I call on God as witness against me: it was to spare you that I 
did not come again to Corinth. I do not mean to imply that we lord it over your faith; rather, we are workers with you 
for your joy, because you stand firm in the faith. So I made up my mind not to make you another painful visit. For if I 
cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? And I wrote as I did, so that when I 
came, I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice; for I am confident about all of you, that 
my joy would be the joy of all of you. For I wrote you out of much distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, 
not to cause you pain, but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you. 

Acts 13:25-32 (NRSV) 
In those days, as John was finishing his work, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.’ “My brothers, you descendants of 
Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent. Because the residents of 
Jerusalem and their leaders did not recognize him or understand the words of the prophets that are read every sabbath, 
they fulfilled those words by condemning him. Even though they found no cause for a sentence of death, they asked 



Pilate to have him killed. When they had carried out everything that was written about him, they took him down from 
the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead; and for many days he appeared to those who came 
up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, and they are now his witnesses to the people. And we bring you the good news 
that what God promised to our ancestors. 

Alleluia, Tone 5 
verse: Your mercies, O Lord, I will sing for ever; from generation to generation I will announce Your truth with my 
mouth. verse: For You have said: Mercy shall be built up for ever; in the heavens Your truth shall be prepared. (Psalm 
88:2,3) verse: The just man shall flourish like the palm tree; and he shall grow like the cedar in Lebanon. (Psalm 91:13) 

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 (NRSV) 
The Lord spoke this parables: “ “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for 
his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again 
he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed 
them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his 
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, 
both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed 
a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Mark 6:14-30 (NRSV) 
At that time, King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has 
been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And 
others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on 
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But 
she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he 
heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came 
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I 
will give it.” And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She 
went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately 
she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse 
her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in 
the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples 
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all 
that they had done and taught. 

Communion Hymn Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest. (Psalm 148:1)* The just man shall 
be in everlasting remembrance;* of evil hearsay he shall have no fear.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 111:6) 


