Sunday, July 25, 2021 — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost; The
Dormition of Saint Anna, Mother of the Most Holy God-bearer
(Theotokos); Holy Women Olympiada and Eupraxia (5th c.)

Troparia and Kontakia Troparion, Tone 8: You came down from on high, O Merciful One,* and
accepted three days of burial* to free us from our sufferings.* O Lord, our life and our
resurrection,™ glory be to You.

Troparion, Tone 4: O godly-minded Anna,* you bore in your womb the pure Mother of God, who
gave birth to Life.* Rejoicing, therefore, in glory* you have passed today to a heavenly
inheritance,* where those who exult have their dwelling.* There you intercede for the forgiveness
of sins* of those who love you, O ever-blessed one.

+Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion, Tone 8: When You rose from the tomb,* You also raised the dead and resurrected
Adam.* Eve exults in Your resurrection,* and the ends of the world celebrate Your rising from the
dead,* O most merciful One.

Now and for ever and ever. Amen.

Kontakion, Tone 2: We feast the memory of the forebears of Christ* as with faith we beseech them
to help us* and rescue from every affliction* those who cry out: Our God is with us,* the God
whose will it was to glorify them.

Prokeimenon, Tone 8 Pray and give praise to the Lord our God.
verse: In Judea God is known; His name is great in Israel. (Psalm 75:12,2)

Prokeimenon, Tone 4 verse: God is wonderful in His saints,* the God of Israel.

Epistle - A reading of Paul to the Corinthians: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17; Galatians 4:22-31

Brothers and Sisters, for we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s
building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a
foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on
it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus
Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw— the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what has been built on
the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned up, the builder will
suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God’s
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that
person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.

Brothers and Sisters, for it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and the
other by a free woman. One, the child of the slave, was born according to the flesh; the other, the
child of the free woman, was born through the promise. Now this is an allegory: these women are



two covenants. One woman, in fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery. Now
Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with
her children. But the other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem above; she is free, and she is our
mother. For it is written,

“Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no children, burst into song and shout, you who endure
no birth pangs; for the children of the desolate woman are more numerous than the children of the
one who is married.”

Now you, my friends, are children of the promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time the child who
was born according to the flesh persecuted the child who was born according to the Spirit, so it is
now also. But what does the scripture say? “Drive out the slave and her child; for the child of the
slave will not share the inheritance with the child of the free woman.” So then, friends, we are
children, not of the slave but of the free woman.

Alleluia, Tone 8 verse: Come, let us rejoice in the Lord; let us acclaim God our Savior.
verse: Let us come before His countenance with praise and acclaim Him with psalms. (Psalm
94:1,2) verse: The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their protector in time of
trouble. (Psalm 36:39)

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34; Luke 8:16-21

At that time Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water,
and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning
to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”” When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” When they
had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.

The Lord said, “No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts it
on a lampstand, so that those who enter may see the light. For nothing is hidden that will not be
disclosed, nor is anything secret that will not become known and come to light. Then pay attention
to how you listen; for to those who have, more will be given; and from those who do not have, even
what they seem to have will be taken away.” Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but
they could not reach him because of the crowd. And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers
are standing outside, wanting to see you.” But he said to them, “My mother and my brothers are
those who hear the word of God and do it.”

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest. (Psalm 148:1)* Rejoice in the Lord,
O you just;* praise befits the righteous.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 32:1)



