
Sunday, December 13, 2020 – Sunday of the Holy Forefathers; 
Holy Martyrs Eustratios, Auxentius, Eugenius, Mardarius and 
Orestes (284-305); the Holy Martyr Lucia, the Virgin (284-305) 

Troparia and Kontakia   Troparion, Tone 3: Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice,* for 
the Lord has done a mighty deed with His arm.* He trampled death by death. He became the 
first-born of the dead;* He saved us from the abyss of Hades* and granted great mercy to the 
world. 
Troparion, Tone 4: Your martyrs, O Lord,* by their sufferings acquired the crowns of 
incorruptibility from You, our God.* For possessing Your power they overcame the torturers* 
and shattered the feeble insolence of demons.* By their supplications, save our souls. 
Troparion, Tone 2: By faith You justified Your ancestors* and through them in advance You 
betrothed the Church taken from the nations.* The saints exult in glory;* from their seed comes 
the blessed fruit, the one who bore You without seed.* By their prayers, O Christ our God, have 
mercy on us. 
+Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
Kontakion, Tone 2: You shone, O victorious Martyr,* as a brilliant light for those sitting in the 
darkness of ignorance.* And armed with faith as with a lance, O Eustratios, most eloquent 
orator,* you feared not your enemies’ arrogance. 
Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 
Kontakion, Tone 6: Armed by the Being that defies description,* you defied the man-made idol, 
O thrice blessed youth.* In the midst of the unbearable flames you stood and cried out to God:* 
“In Your mercy, O gracious One, hasten and come to our aid,”* for You can do whatever You 
will. 
Prokeimenon, Tone 4  
Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* and praised and glorified is Your Name forever.  
verse: For You are righteous in everything that You have done to us. (Daniel 3:26,27) 
Prokeimenon, Tone 4 
verse: To the saints who are in His land, the Lord has made wonderful all His desires in them. 
Epistle – A Reading of Paul to the Colossians: Colossians 3:4-11 (NRSV) 
Bothers and Sisters, when Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 
with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you 
were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped 
off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ 
is all and in all! 



A reading of Paul to the Ephesians - Ephesians 6:10-17 (NRSV) 
Brothers and Sisters, finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our 
struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to 
withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and 
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes 
for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of 
the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 
Alleluia, Tone 4   
verse: Moses and Aaron are among His priests and Samuel among those who call upon His 
name.  verse: They called on the Lord and He heard them. (Psalm 98:6)  verse: The just cried 
out and the Lord heard them, and delivered them out of their afflictions. (Psalm 33:18) 
Gospel: Luke 14:16-24 (NRSV) 
The Lord spoke this parable: “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the time for 
the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready 
now.’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of 
land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have 
just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the slave returned and reported this to his 
master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into 
the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the 
lame.’ And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ Then 
the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so 
that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my 
dinner.’” 
Luke 21:12-19 (NRSV) 
The Lord said to his disciples: Beware of people, for they will lay their hands on you and 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make 
up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom 
that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even 
by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You 
will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your 
endurance you will gain your souls. 
Communion Hymn    
Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1).* Rejoice in the 
Lord, O you just;* praise befits the righteous.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 32:1) 

 


