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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

“Let us rise at early dawn and bring to our Master a hlymn instead of myrrh,
and we shall see Christ the Sun of righteousness Who enlightens the life of all”

Ode 5, Paschal Matins

Christ is the fulfillment of Pascha. He performed the ultimate passage from death into
life, and He opens and invites us to participate in this journey into new life, life with the Risen
Lord. The darkness of Great Friday, the day of Christ’s Passion is ultimately overshadowed by
the great light and joy of Christ’s resurrection.

This Lenten season we all experienced darkness. We all have been living in the shadows
of deep darkness of the Covid-19 pandemic. We all struggled with extended time of darkness
that has impacted each of us - our families, our communities, our church, our nation and the
world. This experience gives us a deeper understanding of God’s love in living through the
darkness of the death of Christ that reveals to us the saving death for our salvation - the life-
giving death. But Christ’s death is the not the final event!

As we joyfully sing on Easter morning: “Christ is risen from the dead. By death He con-
quered death”. Death is overcome by life; we live with the Risen Christ! From now on Paschal
joy illuminates our lives. The Risen Christ enlightens the life of all. This meaning of Christ’s
Resurrection, this great joy, always was, and today is the central theme of Christianity. On Easter
morning what we celebrate is that Christ has overcome sin and evil and death. There is for-
giveness and hope and new life even from the very rock bottom of suffering and despair.

With the darkness of the pandemic upon us it is easy for us to understand why we are ter-
rified, afraid and uncertain. We are afraid of getting hurt. We are afraid of losing control. We
are afraid of what we do not understand. The women and disciples on this early morning of
Pascha were afraid as well!

This joy of Resurrection starts from a personal encounter with the Risen Christ. What
does it take for Mary Magdalene’s tears to give way to Easter joy? Nothing less than meeting
the risen Christ. Meeting the risen Savior Himself! Even this is not so straightforward. Jesus ap-
pears to her, but Mary does not recognize Him. And then, Jesus calls her name - Mary. She



turns, and now when she looks, her world is transformed. Before her there is no gardener, but the
resurrected Christ, alive and free from death. Around her there is no tomb of lifeless rock, but
the living Savior who calls her out of darkness into a marvelous light. After encountering the
risen Jesus, Mary Magdalene obeys the Lord’s command to tell the “Good News” of the resur-
rection to the disciples.

The risen Christ wants us to experience the joy of encountering Him and living for Christ
and not for self—the joy of being liberated from the sins which trap us in self-centeredness and
discover the blessing of Christ’s self-giving love. No matter what may be happening in our lives,
we can still experience spiritual joy through the love of God and living the way God made us to
live, which is for self-giving love.

The Easter gospel is not just about new life, but new life that comes to us. Not just Christ
raised from the dead, but the risen Christ meeting us and calling our names. Easter is an encoun-
ter, a call and a summons - Go and tell what you have seen and heard. Christ is alive, and more
than that He has sought us out and called us by name. Whatever our doubts and our fears, what-
ever our failures and betrayals, whatever the wounds we try to protect — today is the new
day. We are all to become witnesses of the Resurrection of Jesus. We are called to bring that ray
of the light of the Resurrection into the various human situations: into those happy ones, render-
ing them more beautiful, and into those sorrowful situations, bringing serenity and hope. Let us
experience this Easter morning joy and let us radiate this joy in our lives. Let the Mercy of
Christ shine in our lives and deeds!

Our fervent prayer is that our Resurrected and Living Lord may bestow His peace and
grace upon you and your loved ones, upon all our brothers and sisters scattered throughout the
world!

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!
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BEJIMKOJHE NTACTUPCBKE ITIOCJITAHHA
VKPATHCHKHUX KATOJIMIIBKUX €EPAPXIB VY CIIIA

J0 CBAIIEHUKIB, EPOMOHAXIB TA BPATIB, CECTEP MOHAXUWHb, CEMIHAPUCTIB
TA IOPOT'MX BIPHHX,

Xpucmoc Bockpec!  Boicmuny Bockpec!

Bio pannvoeo panxy uysaiimo i, 3amicms mMupa, nicHio npuxecim Biaouyi,
i Xpucma nobauumo npasou Conye, wjo 8Cim HCumms 0C8Imioe.
(ITacxanbna Ytpens, [licus 5)

Xpucroc € cnoBHeHHsM [lacxu. Bin 371iiCHUB OCTaTOYHMIA MEpeXi BiJl CMEPTI 10 KUTTH.
Bin BimkpuBae Ta 3ampoirye Hac 0 TOJIOPOXKI, sIKa BeJIe 10 HOBOro XHUTTs 13 Hum Bockpecnum.
Tempsia Benukoi I’ sataumi, aust XpucroBux CTpacTeil 0CTaTOYHO PO3Bisiacs yepe3 BEIHKe
CBITJIO 1 paJicTh XPUCTOBOTO BOCKPECIHHSI.

VY et yac Benukoro [locty Mu BimuyBaEMo TEMpSBY, aJ’Ke BCl )KUBEMO B TiHI TEMPSBH
nanzaemii Covid-19. Mu Gopemocs 3 TpUBaJIOIO MaHJEMi€l0, KA BIUIMHYJIA HA KOXKHOTO 3 Hac -
Ha Hamii ciM'i, rpomanu, LlepkBy, AepkaBy Ta minuid cBit. Llei mocBin gomoMarae Ham TIUOIIE
3po3ymiTH boxy m000B, NepeXuTH TeMpsABY CMepTi XpHCTa, SKa € CIAaCHUTEIbHOI0 Ta
xutTenaitHor. OxHaK, cMepTh XpUCTa — 1€ HE OCTATOYHA MOJIis, IKOK BCE 3aBepIIUIOCs!

AK€ MU paiCHO CITiBaEMO BenmkogHbOTO paHKy: «XPHUCTOC BOCKPEC 13 MEPTBUX,
CMepTIO cMepTh nepeMir”’. CMepTh IOJIAEThCS JKUTTIM; MU XKHBeMo 3 Bockpecnum Xpucrom!
Biarenep macxanpHa paicTh OCBITIIOE HAIE KUTTA. Bockpecnuit XpUCTOC MPOCBITIIOE KUTTS
Becix. Lleit 3mict XpucroBoro BockpeciHHs, 1 BelMKa pajicTh 3aBkau Oyna, 1 CbOTOAHI €
LEHTPAJIBHOIO TEMOIO XPHUCTHUSIHCTBA. BETMKOAHBOrO PaHKy MH CBITKYEMO Te€, 110 XPHUCTOC

mepeMir rpix, 3710 i cMepTh. [IpoiieHHs, Hajis Ta HOBE KHUTTS € HaBITh B CMIIIEHTPI CaMUX
CTpaXJaHb 1 BiT4al0.

3 HacTaHHSM TEMpPSBH MaHEMii HaM Jieriie 30arHyTy, YoMy MU cami 00iMocs cTpaxy Ta
HerneBHOCTI. Mu 6oiMocs cTpaxaanb. Mu 00IMOCS BTpaTHUTH KOHTPOJIb HAJA CUTyali€ro. Mu

06oimMocs TOoro, 4oro He po3yMieMo. JKiHKH Ta y4HI IIbOTO paHHKOTO [lacXambHOTO paHKy TaKOX
MEePEKUBATN CTPaX.



s pamicte BockpeciHHS MOYMHAETHCS 3 O0COOMCTOI 3ycTpiui 3 Bockpecnum Xpucrom.
Mo x Bucymmio cipo3u Mapii Marnanuaum ta mpuHecno i Bemukomguto paxmicts? Hidoro
1HIIIOT0, a JIMIIE 3yCTPiY 13 BOCKpeCcTuM XpHUCTOM, 3ycTpid i3 Bockpecnum Crnacutenem! binbie
uporo, Icyc 3'sBistersest Mapii, ane Bona ne Brisnae Horo. Komu Icyc kimmue ii o imeni — Mapie
- BOHA TIOBEPTAEThCA HA IIe¥ 3aKNMK. | B II0 MUTh, TUBISYKUCh Ha Hporo, ii CBIT 3MIHIOETHCS.
[Tepen HEero CTOITH BXKE HE CaIIBHUK, @ BOCKPECIUN XPUCTOC, JKUBHH 1 BITbHUHN BiJl TEHET CMEPTI.
TyT Bke He Mae Micus Ui Tpo0y BUTECAHOTO 3 MEPTBOT'O KaMiHHS, aje »uBUil CriacuTenp, sIKUi
KJIn4de 11 BUHUTH 3 TEMpsIBM Ha JMBOBIDKHE CBITIIO. 3yCTpiBIIM BOCKpecioro Icyca, Mapis
Marnanunaa Bukonye ['ocriofHii Haka3 JOHECTH 10 Y4HiB “/[00py HOBHHY” PO BOCKPECIHHSI.

Bockpecnuii Xpucroc 6axkae, mod MM palicHO Mepexuin 3yctpid 3 Huwm, sxuByun ams
Hroro, a He ayis cebe, Ta mo30yBanmucs rpixiB, SKi TPUMAIOTh HAC y TOJIOHI €TOIEHTPU3MY, Ta
BIJIKpHUBAJIN 1151 ceOe KkepTBEHHY XPHCTOBY J1000B. HezanexxHo Bix Toro, 1mo BigOyBaTUMEThCS
y HaIIOMY KHUTTi, MU 3MOXXEMO JYXOBHO paiTu boxoro 0008’10 Ta xuTH 3rigHo boxoi Boi
BUSIBJISIFOUHM )KEPTBEHHY JIFOOOB.

Benukoane €BaHrenie € He MPOCTO PO3MOBiAb MPO HOBE KUTTS, ajie MPO KHUTTH, SIKE
NpuXoauTh 10 Hac. lle He nmume po3noBiae nmpo XpucTa, SKAKA BOCKPEC 13 MEPTBUX, ajie MPO
Bockpecnoro, sikuit Hac 3ycTpivae i Kiuye ycix ocoOMCTO 1o iMeHi. Benukaens - 1ie 3ycTpiy, 11e
3aKJIUK: MU 1 pO3KaXKH, 10 TH 0a4uB 1 4yB. XPUCTOC KUBUH, Ta, OUTbIIE 11OTO, BiH po3mykye
Hac 1 Kiu4e 1o iMeHi. Slkumu 6 He Oy Hallll CYMHIBH Ta Halll CTpaxu, SKUMU O He Oynu Hari
HeBIaul Ta 3paau, SKUMU O HEe OyJM paHH, SAKI MM HaMara€Moch NMPUXOBATH, ChOTOJHI HACTaB
HOBM JeHb. MM BCi NMOBHHHI cTaTH cCBiakamu BockpeciHHs XpucToBOro. Mu MNOKJIHMKaHi
BHOCUTHU II€H «IIPOMIHYUK» CBIiTIIa BOCKpeciHHs y Pi3HI JIOJCHKI CHUTYyaIlil: SK MIACIHBI, 1100
3poOUTH iX IMe KpamuMm#, Tak 1 B CKOpOOTHi, mo0 mapyBaTH IM CHOKif 1 Hamiro.
Haconomxyiimocst BennkoaHbOI0 PaHKOBOIO PAIICTIO 1 BHUIPOMIHIONMO 1i y HAIIOMY >KHTTI.
Hexait XpuctoBe Musoceps CBITUTh y HAIIOMY JKUTTI Ta Y BCIX HAIlMX BYMHKAX!

Mu yci enHaeMOcs y CIIbHIM MOJMTBI 3a Te, mo0 Ham Bockpecnuii 1 XKusuit ['ocnions
o0apyBaB CBOiM MUPOM Ta OJaroJaTTIO YCiX Bac, BAlllUX PiAHUX, OJU3BKUX, YCIX HAITUX OpaTiB
1 cecTep po3CiTHUX MO BCbOMY CBITY!

Xpucmoc Bockpec!  Boicmuny Bockpec!
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