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Who are Holy Wonderworker& UnmercenarieCyrus & Johr?

St Cyrus was@hristiaphysician in the city of Alexambdaeated the sick without charge
boththeir bodily afflictiamsitheir spiritual infirmitiessadig¢ OWhoever wishes to avoid ﬁ
‘yin
5

being ill should refrain from sin, for sin is often the cause of bodibchimgsth® Pre
GospelCyrusonverted many pagans to Christ. During the persecution by Diocleti
305), ECyrus @entto Arabia, where he became a monk. He continued to heal peog
prayerasGodgave hirthe gift to heal every sickhietie city of Ededszed the soldier
John, a pious Christian. When the persecution started, he went to Jerusalem a
about SCyrus. Heearchetbr him, going to Alexandria and then to Arabia. When
finally found.£yrus, hbecamdis faithdl followekWWhen Lhristian woman Athanasia ; \ “ &
and her three young daughters. Théa&jiSteeodotél 3) and Eudoxid) were ' A f“ ,@, '
arrestedsts Cyrus and Jokrento the prison to help theéancerned thfatced with ‘
torture, the women might renourise &h1ICyrus and John gave them courage to endure what lay before them. Learni
this, the ruler of the city arretse@yBus and John, and seeing their steadfast and fearless confession of faith in Chris!
brought Athanasia and her daughteitaesall kindéorm of torture against the holy martyrs. The women were not
frightened by the sufferingedfaintsut continued to confess Christ. They were flogged andoeebaslethrtyrs a

the same place the Holy Unmercenaries Cyalmaack execute@hristians buried their bodies in the church of the holy
Evangelist Mark. InStiecentury the relic&tsf Cyrus and John were transferred from Canopis to, MéeuggRame
andthento Munchen (Muni@$.Cyrus and Johreanvoked by those who have difficulty in sleeping.

In this new year 2021, remember those who have less. Donated food items
are given to the local food pantry. Please show your thanks to God
for what you have by sharing generously with others in need.
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Despite His Sin, the Spirit Was Still with the Son

It was the same with the younger son who
squandered his property and wasted his father’s
property living among prostitutes. Despite all
this, he did not lose his honorable title of son.
In the land of captivity, having rejected his fa-
ther, he rather remembered, “How many hired
servants are at this moment in my father’s house
who have more than enough bread, but here am
I perishing from hunger.”

He was still a sinner. He had sinned to such an
extent that he had thrown to the winds with his
misdeeds the entire inheritance he had received
from his father. He still called God his father.
This indicates that the grace of the Spirit, which
authorizes him to call God Father, did not depart
from him.

We are unable to employ this term of address
and call God Father, except through the author-

ity of the Holy Spirit who is within us. It is

well known that those who have not yet become
God’s children by the holy rebirth of baptism are
not authorized to use this term. They are not
permitted to say, “Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.” The apparent reason for
this is that the Holy Spirit is not yet within them
to give them this authorization. It is well known
to all that, when they approach the holy mys-
teries, the newly baptized all repeat this prayer
with confidence in accordance with the tradition
handed down by our Lord, and then they pro-
ceed to the holy mysteries.

Philoxenus of Hierapolis
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SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

Icon of the Prodigal Son




