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Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost; Our Holy Father

Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia
Tone 3
Schedule of Sunday & Weekday Services

12.13.20 — Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
9:30 a.m. —Rosary and Reconciliation
10:00 a.m. — Divine Liturgy

St. Nicholas Celebration after Liturgy

12.20.20 — Sunday before the Nativity
of Jesus Christ

9:30 a.m. —Rosary and Reconciliation
10:00 a.m. — Divine Liturgy

Pravyer list of the sick or aged parishioners & friends of the parish

Finbarr Jones, Olga Wasylowsky, Teodozia Shyika Lucyk, Natalie Shuya,
Charlotte Scheuer, Irene Karpinec, Nadia Kusznir, Oksana Nosyk, Rose Adamko,
John Lackhouse and young Samuel Rocha. Remember also all those
who have suffered due to Covid 19 — the ill, the deceased, the healthcare workers

and those whose jobs were lost because of the virus.
If you know of someone who should be on this list, please let me know the name of the individual.
Our intercessory prayer for the sick and aged is truly helpful and comforting.

12.13.20 — Hepins cesatux MNpaoruis
9:30 a.m. - Bepsuug i cnosigb
10:00 a.m. - Cnyx6a boxa

12.20.20 — Hepins nepen PizaBom
Xpuctosum Icyca Xpucra

9:30 a.m. - Bepsuug i cnosiagb
10:00 a.m. - Cnyx6a boxa

Father Volodymyr would like to visit our sick and elderly parishioners, especially those who cannot be with
us for liturgies. Please call him at 773-979-4737 to let him know who would like a visit.
0. Bonogumup 6axae Biaggigati XBOpUX Ta CTapLLnx napadisH, ski He MOXYTb MPUXOAUTU [0 LEPKBM.
lMpocMmMo NoBiZOMUTY MOrO 3a HoMepom 773-979-4737.

Hapadhianoni Ozonowmenns

1. 'Y 3B'A3Ky 3i 3poCTaHHAM 3axBoptoBaHOCTi Ha COVID-19 npocumo oasdratm Macku, MUTU PyKU i
BMKOPWCTOBYBATM CaHiTan3ep Ta 3bepiraTv AMCTaHLo

2. Ham noTpibH1 BOAATKOBI BOMOHTEPWM ANS HAWWOrO npuroTyBaHHs muporis. OcobnumBo nigroToBka
NPOZYKTIB (4eTBep BpaHLj) Ta IX NiNNeHHs i BapiHHA (M'ATHULSA).

3. Mw 3aknmkaemo BCix HaLIMX napadisiH MOMMTUCA 3a MUP Y CBITi, 0COBNMNBO NPO 3aKiHYEHHS! BiltHK Ta
Mup B YKpaiHi, a Takox o6 CLUA 3ibpanucs pasom i Hamaranucs 3po3ymiT O4uH O4HOTO.

Parish Announcements

Due to the increase in Covid 19 cases, please remember to wear a mask, wash hands or use sanitizer
and keep social distance from those not in your family.

2. We are in need of additional volunteers for our pyrohy ministry, especially in the food preparation area

(Thursday morning) and in the cooking area (Friday).

3. We call upon all our parishioners to pray for peace in the world, especially for the end of the war &

peace in Ukraine, & that people of the USA come together & try to understand each other.

19 Little-Remembered Facts About St. Nicholas, Part 2

1. Sometimes Nicholas was not hidden or anonymous in helping the afflicted and those suffering unjustly. There are
records of him intervening to save three men falsely condemned to be executed by a corrupt magistrate who accepted
a bribe. Fearlessly, Nicholas walked up to the executioner and grabbed the sword from his hand. Hence, he was a
protector of the innocent. 2. The inspiration of St. Nicholas led French nuns during the Middle Ages to start the
tradition of bringing anonymous gifts under the cover of night to needy families and their children on Dec. 5, St. Nicholas
Eve. The next morning, the poor families would wake to discover food, clothing, food treats and some modest money
assistance. When they tried to find out who their benefactor was, the answer was, “It must have been St. Nicholas.”
St. Nicholas’s act of anonymously delivering those three bags of gold coins long ago became an annual tradition that
spread rapidly throughout Christian Europe. Since the beloved bishop Nicholas was the Patron Saint of Children, the
gifts weren't limited to the poor, but included good girls and boys. 3. Oranges, a popular treat as a stocking filler even
in North America into the later part of the 20th century, was traditionally given by Sinterklaas to children in Holland.
Oranges recall the three round purses containing gold coins St. Nicholas threw into the window of the destitute family
on 3 consecutive nights to deliver them from poverty. 4. The same event was recalled in the chocolate coins wrapped
in gold foil that were given to children and still can be seen today in North America. 5. Candy canes have been a
staple in America and are associated Santa Claus. They really derive from the crozier, the bishop’s staff, of Sinterklaas,
or St. Nicholas. 6. Don't forget that St. Nicholas spent seven long, hard years, tortured and imprisoned for his faith
in Christ under the Diocletian Persecution, until the first Christian emperor, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan in
A.D. 313 that gave religious liberty to all Christians. 7. The Emperor of Constantinople’s niece Princess Theophano
is considered by historians to be the person most responsible for bringing St. Nicholas to the heart of the Western
Roman Empire. She brought a mosaic icon of St. Nicholas for her future husband, Emperor Otto I, as a wedding gift
when they were married by Pope John XIIl on Apr. 14, 972, in old Saint Peter’s Basilica, Rome. The holy icon of St.
Nicholas that she brought with her for the gift is now kept at St. Johann Baptist Church in Burtscheid, Aachen, Germany.
18. Also remember: first, while the “Christmas Spirit is commonly associated with St. Nicholas, Christians should
recognize that the Spirit of Christmas is actually the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity: the Holy Spirit. Because a



humble maiden in Nazareth was open to the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit, ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:14); a reality that was proclaimed by “a multitude of the heavenly host” (Lk. 2:13) on that first
Christmas.” 9. Second, “Faith-filled ‘St. Nicholases’ and ‘Santa Clauses’ should recognize that we too must be open
to the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit in order that God may take on a human nature within each one of us who have
been ‘clothed with Christ’ (Galatians 3:27) at Baptism: ‘No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives
in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us’ ( 1 John 4:12).

“May the self-same Holy Spirit, Who animated the life of the historic figure of St. Nicholas of
Mpyra, illuminate the hearts of all ‘St. Nicks’ who are also called to reveal the same hope, joy,
peace and love to a despairing world: ‘Let your light shine before others that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven’ (Matthew 5:16).

Sunday Collection for December 6, 2020:

Envelopes: $403.00 Andrew Pence-Collection for the Church in Ukraine: $20.00
Loose Cash: $80.00 Candles: $63.00 TOTAL: $566.00
Please mail your donations to: St. Josaphat, 8624 White Oak Ave, Munster IN 46321. THANK YOU!

As Christmas nears, remember those who have less. Food items are being
collected to be given to the local food pantry. Please show your thanks
to God for what you have by sharing generously with others.

The Great Feast

This familiar parable is read in the Church
each year just two Sundays before the feast of
our Lord’s Nativity. In it we are reminded of
the great care with which God prepared the
way of His incarnation. All of the Law and
the Prophets look forward to this moment,
the moment when the God-man Jesus Christ
comes into the world. He is, in fact, the ful-
fillment of the Law and the Prophets — the
goal towards which they were all aiming. The
whole world was prepared by them for this
great event. As the parable tells us the King —
that is God — has prepared a great feast for us
and has invited us to come and enter into the

joy that He has prepared for us.

Today we begin in earnest to move toward the

feast of the birth of our Incarnate Savior Jesus
Christ. Today we are called to see the great
preparation that has gone into this event, to
marvel at the great love and care of God for
us that He would labor so long and with such
great care for us. Today we look back at the
whole of the history of the people of God and
see that it is the history of God’s preparation
all leading to the moment when He would
take flesh, become incarnate and enter the
world as a child. We have been given an invi-
tation to come and join the feast, to abandon
the world and enter the Kingdom of God, to
leave our own life and receive instead the Life
of Christ. We have been invited, chosen by
God — will we then accept the invitation and
choose Him?
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Icon of the Parable of the Great Feast (Luke 14:16-24)




